
 

 

 

On Easter Saturday, each year many people are officially 

received into the Church; and, probably in the intervening 

twelve months, as many give up being practical Catholics. 

All of which, I think, makes us reflect on 'what is the 

Church". Why are some attracted to joining it, whilst others 

see no value in continuing to be members? 
 

Acts 4:8-12 For the Apostles, their newfound faith in Christ 

left them no choice - they had to carry on the work of healing 

and teaching that He had prepared them to do. 
 

1 John 3:1-2 John compares being a disciple of Christ with 

being members of a family in which, if one suffers, all suffer; 

and if one rejoices, all rejoice. 
 

John 10:11-18 The Good Shepherd image is to be found in 

all the gospel traditions. It was extremely popular in the Church of the Catacombs; then, as now, the well-being of 

the flock depends on the care of the shepherd. 
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World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
 

Mass Intentions 20th April – 28th April  
 

                    Our Lady of Fatima (OLF)                                                        St Thomas More (STM) 
 

  Saturday 9.00am 

6.00pm 

 Demeter Family (SI) 

 Daniel Beary (SI) 

  

Sunday 

Polish 

10.30am 

12.15pm 

 Aris Trinidad (RIP) 

 Dziękczynna od Rodziny Gromala 

8.30am 

 

People of the Parish 

Monday 9.00am  Kevin McGrath (recently dead)  

 Thanksgiving (Nikita Shoji Faustina) 

    

   Tuesday  9.00am  Abena Cryamfua (RIP) 

 Demeter Family (SI) 

  

Wednesday 7- 8pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

 Holy Hour for Vocations 

10.00      Ernest Ricketts Sr. (RIP) & Ernest     

Ricketts Jn. (RIP) 

Thursday 9.00am   Sr Catherine Manyati (Birthday)    

Friday    10.00am  For the priests and priestly vocations 

Saturday 9.00am 

6.00pm 

Louis Antony (RIP) & Souls in purgatory, 

Delaney Family & Robb Family (SI) 

  

Sunday 10.30am 

 12.15pm 

 Agnes Sarpong (Anniversary, SI) 

 People of the Parish  

8.30am  Edith Fox (RIP) 



HALLS 

Our Lady of Fatima Hall: olfharlow@gmail.com - 07425633193 

St Thomas More Hall: cruzblessen@gmail.com – 07399846607 
 

SECOND COLECTION this weekend is for Promotion of Vocations. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING of OLF Church  

This week Polish group B, 26th April. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING of STM Church 

Saturday 27th April at 10.30am. All welcome. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION   

The next lesson will be on Wednesday 24th April 2024 at 5.30pm. 

FHC Meeting for all Parents in the hall to discuss the decoration on Wednesday 24th April 5.30. 
 

First Communion Parents Meeting:  

Monday 22nd April 7.30 pm (English) 

Tuesday 23rd April 7.30 pm (Polish)  
 

 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME  

The next meeting in Our Lady of Fatima Parish Hall on Tuesday 23rd April at 7.00pm. 
  
First Holy Communion and Confirmation  

We have a large selection of cards and gifts for sale in the Repository and the church porch. 
 

COUNSELLING SERVICE for OLF & STM 

The service is free to parishioners. Further details and business cards are available in the porch or from Fr. Bogdan or 

Dr Ray Aldridge-Morris on 07946 854632.  
 

PILGRIMAGE to AYLESFORD  

On 4th May 2024 - £20.00 per person. Bring own lunch. For further information contact Juliana 07757162385, Betty 

07983914149.  Pick up from OLF at 9.30am followed by STM.  
 

ST ANDREW’S METHODIST  

A Circus Praise Party - on the afternoon of April 28th. It will be a Christ centred event with entertainment and singing. 

it will aim at young families, but everyone is welcome. It goes from 3:30 pm to 5 pm
 

“On Saturday 27th April, which is the 56th anniversary of abortion becoming legal in Britain, please pray and fast 

for the end of abortion in this Country. 
 

Pray for the sick: Hilary Riches, Fr Bernard Grogan, Grace Fisher, Angela Walsh, Billy Lomasney, Jeremy Collins, 

Peter Kelly, Pam Matthews, Andrew Dodge, Władysław Borecki, Ewa Samborska, Peter, Tom Ryan, Adele Ryan, 

Nial Briody, Maria Lunnon, Fabian Andrade, Des and Eileen, Helen Doherty, John Brickley, Pamela Barnard, Philip 

Ketedzi, Caroline Berry, Anna Sweeney, Stanislaw Kostecki, Carmel Delaney, Conrado Shea, Donnah Dris, Ryan 

Tomlin, May Quinlan, Krystyna, Josie Cronin, Mary Quinlan, Anna Borsuk, Ruby Antony, Eileen Jolly, Anna Słota, 

Monica, John O’Donnell and their children, Neil, Anna Gawlik, Eileen, Kathleen Kidney, Andrew Sinclair, Pauline, 

Alice and Rodney Bill, Valda, sick parishioners from Ashlyn, Alexandra and Abbot Care Home.                                                 
 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of: Terry Farrington, Kevin McGrath, Julie Bush, Janina Zdrojewska, 

Zbigniew Piątek, Józef Chapski, Zofia Pisula, Peter Mwangi Gekonyo, Eileen Hynes, Irene Heaphy, Joby Joy, PJ 

Thomas, Eveline Falzon, Jakub RutkLove, Giuseppeyati, Dolores Lawless, Zbigniew Sienkiewicz, John Cywinski, 

Maria Cristina Galagala, Conway Love,  Giuseppe Lobue, Thomas Nelson, Paul Gaize, Bridget Minihane, Katarzyna 

Kisala, Barbara Vernem, Romie Quinn, Zofia Bajan, Paul Bellairs, Stefan Morawa, Ellen (Eileen) Martyn,  and all 

those whose anniversaries occur this month. 

We extend our deepest sympathy and prayers to: Anne McGrath and her family, on the resent death of her husband 

Kevin. 
 

God our Loving Father, you called each of us by name through the Sacrament of Baptism to holiness. 

Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, you made us the temples of the Holy Spirit. Help us to listen to the cry of our Lord 

Jesus from the Holy Cross ‘I thirst’ and respond to the call ‘Go out to the whole world and proclaim the good news 

to all the nations’. Guide us in every step we take in life and lead us in every decision we make in responding to your 

call. Make us and mould us into the living images of Christ your Son, who was always close to those in need. 
 

www.olfstm.weebly.com 
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The World Day of Prayer for Vocations  

Called to sow seeds of hope and to build peace 

 

Dear brothers and sisters! 

Each year, the World Day of Prayer for Vocations invites us to reflect on the precious gift of the Lord’s call to each 

of us, as members of his faithful pilgrim people, to participate in his loving plan and to embody the beauty of the 

Gospel in different states of life. Hearing that divine call, which is far from being an imposed duty – even in the name 

of a religious ideal – is the surest way for us to fulfil our deepest desire for happiness. Our life finds fulfilment when 

we discover who we are, what our gifts are, where we can make them bear fruit, and what path we can follow in order 

to become signs and instruments of love, generous acceptance, beauty and peace, wherever we find ourselves. 
 

This Day, then, is always a good occasion to recall with gratitude to the Lord the faithful, persevering and frequently 

hidden efforts of all those who have responded to a call that embraces their entire existence. I think of mothers and 

fathers who do not think first of themselves or follow fleeting fads of the moment but shape their lives through 

relationships marked by love and graciousness, openness to the gift of life and commitment to their children and their 

growth in maturity. I think of all those who carry out their work in a spirit of cooperation with others, and those who 

strive in various ways to build a more just world, a more solidary economy, a more equitable social policy and a more 

humane society. In a word, of all those men and women of good will who devote their lives to working for the common 

good. I think too of all those consecrated men and women who offer their lives to the Lord in the silence of prayer 

and in apostolic activity, sometimes on the fringes of society, tirelessly and creatively exercising their charism by 

serving those around them. And I think of all those who have accepted God’s call to the ordained priesthood, devoting 

themselves to the preaching of the Gospel, breaking open their own lives, together with the bread of the Eucharist, for 

their brothers and sisters, sowing seeds of hope and revealing to all the beauty of God’s kingdom. 
 

To young people, and especially those who feel distant or uncertain about the Church, I want to say this: Let Jesus 

draw you to himself; bring him your important questions by reading the Gospels; let him challenge you by his 

presence, which always provokes in us a healthy crisis. More than anyone else, Jesus respects our freedom. He does 

not impose but proposes. Make room for him and you will find the way to happiness by following him. And, should 

he ask it of you, by giving yourself completely to him. 
 

A people on the move 

The polyphony of diverse charisms and vocations that the Christian community recognizes and accompanies helps us 

to appreciate more fully what it means to be Christians. As God’s people in this world, guided by his Holy Spirit, and 

as living stones in the Body of Christ, we come to realize that we are members of a great family, children of the Father 

and brothers and sisters of one another. We are not self-enclosed islands but parts of a greater whole. In this sense, 

the World Day of Prayer for Vocations has a synodal character: amid the variety of our charisms, we are called to 

listen to one another and to journey together in order to acknowledge them and to discern where the Spirit is leading 

us for the benefit of all. 

At this point in time, then, our common journey is bringing us to the Jubilee Year of 2025. Let us travel as pilgrims 

of hope towards the Holy Year, for by discovering our own vocation and its place amid the different gifts bestowed 

by the Spirit, we can become for our world messengers and witnesses of Jesus’ dream of a single human family, united 

in God’s love and in the bond of charity, cooperation and fraternity. 
 

This Day is dedicated in a particular way to imploring from the Father the gift of holy vocations for the building up 

of his Kingdom: “Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest” (Lk 10:2). Prayer – as we all 

know – is more about listening to God than about talking to him. The Lord speaks to our heart, and he wants to find 

it open, sincere and generous. His Word became flesh in Jesus Christ, who reveals to us the entire will of the Father. 

In this present year, devoted to prayer and preparation for the Jubilee, all of us are called to rediscover the inestimable 

blessing of our ability to enter into heartfelt dialogue with the Lord and thus become pilgrims of hope. For “prayer is 



the first strength of hope. You pray and hope grows, it moves forward. I would say that prayer opens the door to hope. 

Hope is there, but by my prayer I open the door” (Catechesis, 20 May 2020). 
 

Pilgrims of hope and builders of peace 

Yet what does it mean to be pilgrims? Those who go on pilgrimage seek above all to keep their eyes fixed on the goal, 

to keep it always in their mind and heart. To achieve that goal, however, they need to concentrate on every step, which 

means travelling light, getting rid of what weighs them down, carrying only the essentials and striving daily to set 

aside all weariness, fear, uncertainty and hesitation. Being a pilgrim means setting out each day, beginning ever anew, 

rediscovering the enthusiasm and strength needed to pursue the various stages of a journey that, however tiring and 

difficult, always opens before our eyes new horizons and previously unknown vistas. 
 

This is the ultimate meaning of our Christian pilgrimage: we set out on a journey to discover the love of God and at 

the same time to discover ourselves, thanks to an interior journey nourished by our relationships with others. We are 

pilgrims because we have been called: called to love God and to love one another. Our pilgrimage on this earth is far 

from a pointless journey or aimless wandering; on the contrary, each day, by responding to God’s call, we try to take 

every step needed to advance towards a new world where people can live in peace, justice and love. We are pilgrims 

of hope because we are pressing forward towards a better future, committed at every step to bringing it about. 
 

This is, in the end, the goal of every vocation: to become men and women of hope. As individuals and as communities, 

amid the variety of charisms and ministries, all of us are called to embody and communicate the Gospel message of 

hope in a world marked by epochal challenges. These include the baneful spectre of a third world war fought 

piecemeal; the flood of migrants fleeing their homelands in search of a better future; the burgeoning numbers of the 

poor; the threat of irreversibly compromising the health of our planet. To say nothing of all the difficulties we 

encounter each day, which at times risk plunging us into resignation or defeatism. 

 

In our day, then, it is decisive that we Christians cultivate a gaze full of hope and work fruitfully in response to the 

vocation we have received, in service to God’s kingdom of love, justice and peace. This hope – Saint Paul tells us – 

“does not disappoint” (Rom 5:5), since it is born of the Lord’s promise that he will remain always with us and include 

us in the work of redemption that he wants to accomplish in the heart of each individual and in the “heart” of all 

creation. This hope finds its propulsive force in Christ’s resurrection, which “contains a vital power which has 

permeated this world. Where all seems to be dead, signs of the resurrection suddenly spring up. It is an irresistible 

force. Often it seems that God does not exist  all around us, we see persistent injustice, evil, indifference and cruelty. 

But it is also true that in the midst of darkness something new always springs to life and sooner or later produces fruit” 

(Evangelii Gaudium, 276). Again, the Apostle Paul tells us that, “in hope we were saved” (Rom 8:24). The redemption 

accomplished in the paschal mystery is a source of hope, a sure and trustworthy hope, thanks to which we can face 

the challenges of the present. 

 

To be pilgrims of hope and builders of peace, then, means to base our lives on the rock of Christ’s resurrection, 

knowing that every effort made in the vocation that we have embraced and seek to live out, will never be in vain. 

Failures and obstacles may arise along the way, but the seeds of goodness we sow are quietly growing and nothing 

can separate us from the final goal: our encounter with Christ and the joy of living for eternity in fraternal love. This 

ultimate calling is one that we must anticipate daily: even now our loving relationship with God and our brothers and 

sisters is beginning to bring about God’s dream of unity, peace and fraternity. May no one feel excluded from this 

calling! Each of us in our own small way, in our particular state of life, can, with the help of the Spirit, be a Sower of 

seeds of hope and peace. 
 

The courage to commit 

In this light, I would say once more, as I did at World Youth Day in Lisbon: “Rise up!” Let us awaken from sleep, let 

us leave indifference behind, let us open the doors of the prison in which we so often enclose ourselves, so that each 

of us can discover his or her proper vocation in the Church and in the world, and become a pilgrim of hope and a 

builder of peace! Let us be passionate about life, and commit ourselves to caring lovingly for those around us, in every 

place where we live. Let me say it again: “Have the courage to commit!” Father Oreste Benzi, a tireless apostle of 

charity, ever on the side of the poor and the defenceless, used to say that no one is so poor as to have nothing to give, 

and no one is so rich as not to need something to receive. 

Let us rise up, then, and set out as pilgrims of hope, so that, as Mary was for Elizabeth, we too can be messengers of 

joy, sources of new life and artisans of fraternity and peace. 

 

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 21 April 2024, Fourth Sunday of Easter. 
 


